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the  doorkeeper, whatever  he  may be in himself, is
always an important personage from his very position.
That key the Koordes, though like the Ottoman race
Soonnee Mahometans, are always ready to hand over,
for  a  consideration, to the Sheea'ee  Persian,  or  the
Russian Giaour.    This readiness of theirs they have
showed in fact over and over again;  nor ever more
clearly than   in   the   war   of   1854-56, when   they
enjoyed the double satisfaction of alternately betraying
either   cause.     Not   that   their  own   Mahometan!sm,
though little exemplified in prayer or fast, is doubtful ;
but because  the  shortsightedness  which   they  share
with the  generality of savages  prevents them  from
appreciating the drift and consequences of their own
deeds.    In fact, they never thoroughly attainted, and
now  are farther than ever from, that  national  self-
consciousness,   that   acknowledgment    of   obligations
wider than mere family and clan, which is the founda-
tion, if not the principal constituent, of any religion
worthy the name.    He whose mental and moral sphere
extends no further than the relations of his own in-
dividuality, will naturally shape to himself an indi-
vidual god or Fetish;   the god of the mere clansman
will be himself a strong clan-chief, the tutelary divinity
of a tribe, not more.    The common -unity of mankind
must be recognised before a god of all mankind can
be worshipped;   and the Universe as   such, the har-
monious Kosmos, must be, however dimly, apprehended
before the idea  of a Ruler of the Universe can be
imaged in the mind.    Thus the Koorde, while adopting
the nomenclature of Mahometanism, fails to grasp the
meaning: his <Allah' is degraded from a universal to
a particular god; his 'Islam' implies no brotherhood
beyond that of his own clan, no ties beyond  those
limits: the title of * Muslim/ one of more than Masonic